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Business:  
Rix Painting

Location:  
West Auckland / Northwest Auckland

Contact:  
ritchie@rixpainting.net

What they do:  
Residential and commercial painting and 
prep work across northwest Auckland.

“The basics of painting? Preparation, preparation, 
and preparation,” he says. “Lots of sanding, lots of 
filling, lots of gapping. All before you get to painting. 
We could spend weeks on a house prepping and 
then a weekend painting, and it’s all done. The 
painting’s the easy part.” 
The projects that end up costing clients the most 
are usually the DIY plastering attempts, patched 
walls done without the right prep, roller marks left 
on ceilings, and the wrong paint type in the wrong 
place. Fixing that work costs more than getting it 
done right the first time. 
“We always advise people not to do that sort of 
thing because of what it costs them. It’s really about 
trying to look after our clients.” 
That same clarity shapes how Ritchie thinks about 
where he’s headed. At 62, he’s shifting off the 
tools and into a more managerial role, something 
he wishes he’d done years earlier. For most of his 
career he ran lean as a sole trader. Good income, 
steady work, but at the end of the day just keeping 
himself employed. 

�Ì�Å �Ö���‘�à�U �g�û�ä �x�� �þ�ä�g�f�à�‡�ß �’�T���Ö�Ü 
�•�T���Ö �û �B�‘�g�±���f�g�g �Ö�ž�f�T�f �ä���‘ �J�û�� 
�g�x�f�K �B�û�J�×�Ü �Å �J���‘�à�U �ž�û�Ò�f �U�����f 
�Ö�ž�û�x �Å�É�þ �U���±���’ �����Ö �û �à���x �f�û�T�à�±�f�T�Ü�Í 

He’s got an 18-year-old on the crew right now who’s 
been painting alongside his parents since he was a 
kid. Ritchie reckons he’s got a great career ahead 
of him. If he sticks at it and thinks bigger than a job, 
he just might. 
After about thirty years, Ritchie knows the paint is 
only ever the finishing touch. The real work always 
starts long before the brush comes out. 
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Can South Head 
Bring Back the Jetty?

At the edge of the Kaipara Harbour, where 
South Head gives way to mudflats, wind,  

and enormous sky, the Jetty Café at Shelly Beach 
has long been the kind of place rural communities 
cling to; part meeting point, part watering hole, 
part excuse to linger by the water. 
Not so for the last two years however, as the iconic 
café building has closed after its lease expired, and 
Auckland Council took the opportunity to upgrade 
the facility.  Since August 2024 the building has 
been available to lease, but this seaside community 
has not had any takers.
The Jetty Café used to be a licensed café and 
takeaway sitting beside the wharf, boat ramp, 
holiday-park grounds, and public amenities. Always 
a central hub for the community, and the best ice 
cream scoopers in South Head, this helps explain 
why the café’s silence has been felt so sharply.
When the Jetty was humming, it was never only 
about coffee. Fishermen used to gather before 
heading out, day-trippers and holidaymakers 
stopped for a break, and Kaipara Cruise excursions 
brought visitors and jobs through the foreshore. 
Community fundraiser promotions from Shelly 
Beach added another layer: live music, food, 
volunteers, and community-backed events, with 
the café acting as a natural anchor point. In a 
small settlement, a venue like that becomes local 
infrastructure as much as hospitality.
In March 2024, the Rodney Local Board discussed 
supporting the development of a “community led 
alternative service delivery model” for Shelly Beach. 

In other words, the future of the Jetty Café is no 
longer being talked about simply as a private business 
problem. It is being discussed as part of a bigger 
conversation about local assets, local control and 
community benefit.
In 2025 a petition calling to “Open Our Café in 
Summer 2025” was broadcast without success. The 
case for reopening is easy to grasp however there 
is a significant lack of offers. A functioning café 
would bring life back to the coastal settlement, add 
to boating and visitor activity, and restore one of the 
few informal gathering spaces in the area.
But affection alone will not reopen the doors. 
The challenge now is whether the Shelly Beach 
community has the energy to create a workable 
management model, creating a sustainable operation 
that offers a community-focused venue that can 
offer food, refreshments, community events, and 
act as an emergency hub. 
That is quite a commitment for the community as 
the commercial lease sits at $35,000 per annum.  It 
now sits with the local residents to pull together a 
business case that shows how that can work.
What’s the alternative?  The Rodney Local Board 
could petition Auckland Council to transfer 
ownership of the building to them, allowing the local 
board to lease the facility out at a peppercorn rate.
The question is, can the community wait for the 
slow burdensome wheels of government to turn to 
enable to ownership structure, or will this café be 
closed for another season?
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Member Discounts

$400 Website  
Content Refresh
Includes a 15 second video 
web loop and up to 5 
professional photos.

10% Off Your Skydive With 
Promo Code NWBCA10
Tick something epic off your 
bucket list! Experience up to 
75 seconds of freefall with 
stunning views.

10% Off All Services
For all your drainage needs, 
24/7 sewer, Stormwater, 
Unblock, CCTV, Repairs, 
Inspections.

Free Portion of Fries 
With Every Large Plate 
Purchased at The 
Restaurant, or With Any 
Large Pizza, Burger, or 
Wrap From The Lawn Bar

Free Chat or  
Mortgage Review With 
Malhar Panchwagh
One person for everything money 
related, personal or business.
He works with business owners 
across cash flow, equipment, 
and lending, as well as everyday 
personal finance.

One Hour of Extra 
Painting Time, or One 
Hour of Coaching on a 
Painting Task
Scuffs, worn spots, small 
refresh jobs, or learning the 
right way to tackle them.
Sorted while we’re there.

50 Free Bumper-
style Stickers
Helping local businesses 
stand out in 2026.

•	 Avaliable until 2027

•	 Not in conjunction with 
any other offter

•	 Discount applied to 
skydive price only

•	 Valid until April 2027

•	 info.vegalend.co.nz/nwcba

•	 Maximum 8 per booking
•	 Valid until end of 

November 2026

•	 Offer applies alongside 
any job

•	 Valid through 2026

•	 Materials not included

SPECIAL

BOGO

10% OFF 1HR EXTRA

50 FREE 10% OFF

SPECIAL
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